
ONE FAMILIES JOURNEY COMBINING 
SUSTAINABLE LIFESTYLE WITH

UNIVERSAL ACCESSIBILITY
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Meet the Jordan Family



Project Green House



Project Green House

·Joan focused on 
accessibility and 
decorative aspects

·Jim focused on 
sustainability and 
functionality and yard

·Aidan served as 
government supervisor

·Lived in a 40 Thieves 
House but too hard take 
Aidan up and down stairs

·Looked for accessible 
house but nothing could 
be found (+$50-75,000)

·Designed and built an 
ȰÉÎÆÉÌÌȱ ÈÏÕÓÅ × #ÁÃÈÅ 
Homes very willing to 
learn about green 
building (2002)



Biomimicry: Ma Nature Knows Best
After 3.8 billion years of evolution, nature has

learned what works and what lasts.

BIOMIMICRY is the science and art of 
emulating Nature's best biological ideas to 
solve human problems. 
Examples of Biomimicry happening today 
·Carbon-sequestering cement inspired by corals 

·Energy efficient wind turbines inspired by schooling 
fish 



Looking at Nature as 
Model, Measure, and Mentor

·Nature as model: Study ÎÁÔÕÒÅȭÓ ÍÏÄÅÌÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÎ 
emulates these forms, process, systems, and strategies 
to solve human problems sustainably.

·Nature as measure: Use an ecological standard that 
is embedded in the evaluation stage to judge the 
sustainability of our innovations.

·Nature as mentor: Critically view and value nature as 
primary directive. We enter an era based not on what 
we can extract but what we can learn from the natural 
world.



Sustainability Definitions

·The ongoing process of achieving development or 
redevelopment that does not undermine its physical or 
social systems of support.
·Integrating economic, environmental and social 

considerations into decision-making.
·Living and working in ways that do not jeopardize our 

current and future social, environmental and 
economic resources
·The ongoing process of achieving development or 

redevelopment that does not undermine its physical or 
social systems of support.



Triple Bottom Line

·The triple bottom line, also known as "people, 
planet, profit " or "the three pillars " captures an 
expanded spectrum of values and criteria for 
measuring organizational (and societal) success: 
economic, ecological and social. 

·In the private sector, a commitment to corporate social 
responsibility implies a commitment to some form of 
TBL reporting. This is distinct from the more limited 
changes required to deal only with ecological issues.



9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƛǎ CŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ оwΩǎ
·Reduce (top priority)

·Reuse (A principle often 
discarded as trash)

·Recycle (should be last 
choice)

·Renew/Restore

·Respect (all life forms 
and resources)
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Principles for Sustainability

·Ecosystems are 
the biological 
infrastructure of 
human society ɀ
or the 
infrastructure of 
human society



Ecological Principles of Sustainability

·Conservation
·Recycling
·Renewable 

Resources
·Restoration
·Adaptation
·Population 

Control 



Always Listen to your Grandmother!

·Our lifestyle and choices are often 
driven by convenience.

·There are often many choices to 
choose from. What are our 
priorities?

·Our grandparents were more 
conservation oriented.

·4ÏÄÁÙȭÓ ÃÈÏÉÃÅÓ ȰÏÕÔ ÏÆ 
ÃÏÎÖÅÎÉÅÎÃÅȱ ÍÁÙ ÁÆÆÅÃÔ ÏÕÒ 
ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ ÑÕÁÌÉÔÙ ÏÆ ÌÉÆÅȢ

·Your Grandmother wanted you to 
have a higher quality of life than 
she did! 

·BUT, you can still keep your 
lifestyle, just make smart choices!

http://images.clipartof.com/small/440181-Royalty-Free-RF-Clip-Art-Illustration-Of-A-Cartoon-Mad-Granny-Waving-Her-Cane.jpg


Conservation

·Organisms use what 
they need and use it 
efficiently

·Support local cultures

·Amish

·Design a structure that 
conserves resources

·Energy efficiency

·Water conservation

·Non-disposable products

·Local resources produced 
sustainably

·Locavore(garden/bees)



Amish Cabinets (Bowling 
Green)

Compact Florescent canister 
lights



No Luan Plywood from TRF Cellulose Insulation



Tankless H20 Heater High Efficiency HVAC



Attic Fan Double Pane High 
Efficiency windows 

and doors



Recycling

·In Nature there is very 
little to no waste . . . 
Everything, except 
energy, is recycled

·Waste = Food

·Compost food waste

·Yard waste pickup and 
leaf mulch for garden

·Recycle all materials 
possible (less than 2 lbs 
waste/week)



Food Compost
Cold frame using recycled 
plastic lumber and recycled 
storm windows


